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For more than a year Aboriginal Housing Corporation (AHC) has been prevented from accessing the 

Block, which is AHC land, to allow us to commence the Pemulwuy Project, a landmark 

redevelopment that will benefit the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Redfern and the 

broader community. 

We respect the right of people to protest. However, we have been consistently clear that we must 

have access to the site to commence the Pemulwuy Project, which includes 62 affordable housing 

units for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, as well as businesses and community facilities. 

In February 2015 the AHC issued a trespass notice to members of the Redfern Aboriginal Tent 

Embassy (RATE), led by Ms Jenny Munro, who are trespassing on the Block. Legal action is a last 

resort for AHC after efforts, including a meeting between representatives of RATE and AHC, failed to 

resolve our differences. 

Today our legal team appeared in the Supreme Court of New South Wales seeking directions from 

the court for the filing of any defence by the defendant, Ms Munro.  

This is the first procedural step in a civil action to remove the protesters so that we can get the 

development underway and bring about positive change for the benefit of our community. 

Today the court made orders for Ms Munro to file her defence on Tuesday 7 July 2015. 

I look forward to this matter being resolved by the court, and to seeing the Pemulwuy Project 

rejuvenate the Block. With its emphasis on cultural values, spirituality, housing and employment, I 

believe it will support a strong and healthy Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community in 

Redfern. 
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